
TOLSTOY WIND CHILLER 5K

PURINA MILL CHRISTMAS TREE

ARTS OUTREACH PROGRAM

GRANARY CULTURAL CENTER

CARDBOARD CONFESSIONALS

FAULKTON MURAL

BUILDING FOREVER FAMILIES

Barb Pearson-Cramer, a child of 
adoption herself, started a business with 
her husband to provide personalized 
adoption services to other families 
seeking children. The Faulkton-based 
agency is licensed to handle adoptions in 
South Dakota and North Dakota.

Colorful Creations of Aberdeen and 
the Leola Arts Council joined forces to 
bring creative arts opportunities to Leola 
school students. Nearly 160 students 
from grades 3 through 12, including 
those from three Hutterite colonies, are 
participating.

A 1928 granary built by a Groton-
area farm family was restored and 
transformed into the centerpiece of 
a 2.3-acre campus for the celebration 
of Northern Plains art and culture in 
the James River Valley of rural Brown 
County. The center is administered by the 
Dacotah Prairie Museum of Aberdeen.

A school sociology project began when 
Mitch Reed invited his students at 
Waverly-South Shore to answer six 
basic questions about themselves and 
place their answers in a cardboard box. 
The project led to a popular first book 
and launched Reed’s second career as a 
motivational speaker.

The community of Faulkton invited an 
Australian artist, Guido van Helten, to use 
a local grain elevator as a giant canvas to 
showcase artwork that will be visible for 
miles around. One town official says “the 
sky is the limit for the tourism boost” the 
massive mural could provide.

The story of how Germans from Russia 
settled in South Dakota and influenced 
the history of the state is told in a new 
feature at the Beulah Williams Library on 
the campus of Northern State University. 
After years of effort, the permanent 
exhibit opened in October 2018.

When Steve Geidt was hospitalized and 
unable to enjoy the Christmas lights 
of Aberdeen in 2017, his friends and 
colleagues at Livestock Specialists placed 
a lighted tree atop the Purina Mills 
elevator where he could see it from his 
hospital room window.

After competing in 5Ks in other 
communities, friends Katie Nold and 
Joann Rader set forth to create their own 
event to raise funds for Labs for Liberty, 
an organization that provides service 
dogs for military veterans. The Tolstoy 
Wind Chiller 5K has been held annually in 
January since 2015.
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SOUTH DAKOTA HALL OF FAME

GERMANS FROM RUSSIA



PROGRAMMING THAT WORKS!

Recognizing everyday excellence throughout South Dakota: One Act at a 

Time. Submit an act by a deserving individual, group, or organization today!

Our educational program tells the inspiring stories of South Dakota’s 

Champions for Excellence while helping teachers fulfill curriculum 

requirements in core subjects with a comprehensive digital collection.

The only one-of-a-kind collection of South Dakota Champions. Visit our 

website to get to know the over 700 Inductees through video, audio, 

interactive games, and photos.

Our Visitor & Education Center in Chamberlain, South Dakota is 

an inspiration of interactive and hands-on exhibits highlighting the 

Champions and our state’s excellence. Open year round.

Each year, up to ten outstanding South Dakotans are inducted into the Hall 

of Fame for their achievements that inspire our youth, lead the generations 

and build our future.
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