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2018 South Dakota Hall of Fame Inductees Announced  
 
Visitor & Education Center, Chamberlain, S.D — The South Dakota Hall of Fame 
announces the induction of ten honorees. This year’s honorees are Cleveland Abbott 
(1892-1955); Nicholas Black Elk (1863 - 1950), Rod Bowar, Kennebec; Marilyn 
Hohm Hoyt, Huron; Tom Loveland, Sioux Falls; Anne Rieck McFarland, Sioux Falls; 
Roger Musick, Mitchell; Rod Parry, Sioux Falls; Raymond Peterson, Brookings; and 
John Porter, Sioux Falls.  
 
Since 1974, over 700 South Dakotans have become members of the South Dakota Hall 
of Fame, which is designated as the state’s Hall of Fame. There are over 200 living 
inductees, with the achievements of all inductees continuing to impact our state by the 
mission to Champion a Culture of Excellence: One Act at a Time. The inductee 
accomplishments reach beyond South Dakota in representing and building the future for 
this great State. 

The Honors Ceremony will be held in Chamberlain/Oacoma, SD on September 7 and 8 
and is open to the public. Tickets will go on sale June 1, and can be purchased on the 
Hall of Fame website at  sdexcellence.org or by calling the Hall at 605.234.4216. 

 
Cleveland Abbott (Yankton 1892 - 1955) South Dakota African 
American Firsts.  Cleveland Abbot graduated from Watertown High 
School in 1912 with 16 varsity sports letters, and graduated from 
South Dakota State College in 1916 – the first African American 
athlete at the school – with 14 letters in varsity football, basketball 
(team captain), baseball, track and tennis. In World War I, he was 
commissioned as a First Lieutenant, one of the first African 
American officers ever appointed, and led a combat unit of the 366th 
Infantry in France. Abbott directed the Department of Physical 
Education and Athletics at Tuskegee University from 1923 until his 
death in 1955, during which time he coached football (202-95-27 
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over 32 years with six undefeated seasons, 12 conference titles and 
9 national titles), track (19-year record of 14 national team titles and 
49 individual titles), basketball (one national championship) and 
tennis (14 national titles). Six of his athletes competed on U.S. 
Olympic teams, including two gold medalists. He organized the 
annual Tuskegee Relays and the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference Basketball tournament. Buildings named in his honor 
include the Cleve L. Abbott Memorial Alumni Stadium at Tuskegee 
University, the Abbott Army Reserve Center in Tuskegee and Abbott 
Hall at SDSU, Brookings. 
 
 
Nicholas Black Elk (Pine Ridge,1863 - 1950) Native American 
Evolutionist:  In 1874, gold was discovered in the Lakota’s sacred 
Black Hills, and prospectors overran the region, ignoring treaties 
made with the Sioux. The Sioux resisted a government ultimatum to 
sell the Black Hills and military action was begun to force their hand 
– the final phase of the Great Sioux War ensued. As a 
thirteen-year-old, Black Elk witnessed the Battle of Little Bighorn, in 
which Sioux forces dealt a crushing defeat to the 7th Cavalry led by 
Colonel George Custer. In 1886-89, Black Elk toured with Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West Show before returning home to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation. After the massacre at Wounded Knee Creek in 1890, 
Black Elk settled into his role as a traditional holy man. In 1904, he 
converted to Catholicism, taking the name Nicholas, and became a 
Catechist, acting on behalf of Jesuit missionaries among his people. 
In 1930, he related his life story to the writer/poet John Neihardt, the 
result of which was the classic Black Elk Speaks, published in 1932, 
a vivid and affecting chronicle of Lakota history and spiritual 
traditions. Black Elk died in 1950 and is buried in Manderson, on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation. 
 

 
Rod Bowar (Kennebec) South Dakota Telecommunications 
Entrepreneur. Rod Bowar has perhaps the most unique career path 
in South Dakota telecommunications. Rod has taken his 
entrepreneurial spirit and created numerous business divisions for 
Kennebec Telephone Company Inc. as the major owner of (KTCI). 
Businesses such as PowerCom Electric, Charley's Welding and 
Auto, Kennebec Telephone Construction and Chamberlain NAPA. In 
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1976, at the age of 14, Rod's labor was purchased at a charity 
auction by Lloyd and Delores Johnstone, then owners of KTCI. Rod 
continued working for the Johnstones, making his way to a 
management position at KTCI until 1998, at which time Rod and his 
family purchased KTCI from Delores Johnstone. Rod serves the 
telecom industry on the boards of SDN Communications and the 
South Dakota Telecommunications Association. Rod also gives his 
personal time to serve on the Dakota Prairie Bank Board, Kennebec 
Town Board, Kennebec Clinic Committee, Kennebec Fire 
Department, Badlands Fire District, The Mitchell Technical Institute 
Foundation Board, South Dakota Board of Technical Education and 
numerous community clubs.  
 
 
Marilyn Hohm Hoyt (Huron) Public Service Innovator. Marilyn has 
served her community and South Dakota in many capacities that 
have advanced economic and quality of life issues across the state 
and for the generations. Marilyn began her long involvement with 
community and South Dakota with the Huron College in 1982 when 
she was elected to the Board of Trustees. She served for nearly 20 
years and was board chairman when the school transitioned from a 
church-related institution to the private sector as a campaign was 
waged to save it.  She also delivered the commencement address in 
three different decades, including 2005 at the final graduation from 
the school as it was closing its doors. Marilyn was a founding 
member of the Spirit of Dakota Commission that has honored 
statewide Women Leaders who represent South Dakota in social, 
economic and cultural impacts. Marilyn's impact in the Huron 
community has influenced statewide outcomes. She was the chair of 
several economic and quality of life projects such as, a wellness 
facility - now the Nordby Center, a $2 million renovation of the 
Crossroads Hotel, the Huron Event Center taskforce; and in 2013 
served as fundraising and marketing chair, raising $4 million in six 
weeks to redevelop the former college campus into a first-class 
water park, city park and educational center. Marilyn has also served 
on the South Dakota Board of Education, Christen-Hohm-Lusk 
Foundation Board, the Spirit of Dakota Award Society. and currently 
is a Board member for the South Dakota Community Foundation. 
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Tom Loveland (Sioux Falls) Geographic Landscape Global 
Expert. As one of the nation’s foremost experts on the use of remote 
sensing to monitor and measure changes on the Earth’s land 
surface, Dr. Thomas Loveland’s fingerprints are all over the 
landscape of South Dakota. His work on the use of 
moderate-resolution satellite imagery to characterize land cover and 
changes to it is foundational. Building from Loveland’s knowledge 
base, scientists today use remotely sensed data to pinpoint the 
scope of pine beetle devastation in the Black Hills. They can 
measure changes in growing seasons, and how that affects 
decisions on what crops South Dakota farmers plant. What if those 
farmers decide to plant bioenergy crops? How will that impact native 
bird and amphibian populations in a region? How will it impact the 
local economies? Remote-sensing scientists following the path that 
Loveland blazed can help to answer those questions. Insurance 
agents working on crop damage claims rely on remotely sensed 
images of fields before and after the storm. Lawyers and land 
owners debating meandering waters have relied on satellite images 
as well. All do so based on science that came out of the work of 
Loveland. Not just in South Dakota, but across the nation and the 
globe. 
 
 
Anne Rieck McFarland (Sioux Falls) Empowering those with 
disabilities to impact South Dakota. At a young age, Anne 
recognized equality, feeling valued and confidence. Her first job in a 
group home started her career path in the human services field. She 
has a strong desire to help others, knowing the importance of 
improving people’s overall quality of life, and will say she has never 
wondered if she chose the right profession. Because she excels in 
her love for a mission, coupled with her drive to lead, and the need 
to produce results, Anne has built her career from the ground up to 
leading one of the top ten largest non-profit organizations with a 
statewide impact.  Her life’s path, both personally and professionally, 
has transpired so she can give back. Reaching out to include others, 
she develops staff and community leaders, working collaboratively 
with many groups and individuals, while always keeping people in 
need in the center. She has created training modules for supervisors 
and also mentors staff in a year-long program to develop skills and 
enhance personal and professional goals. Anne has been in a 
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leadership position with LifeScape for 30 years, and more than 40 
years in the human services profession. She is truly a positive 
ambassador for people of all abilities. 
 

 
Roger Musick (Mitchell) – Communications Hardware and 
Software Creator. Following his graduation from School of Mines 
and Technology with an Electrical Engineering degree, Roger 
became one of the founding partners of Martin & Associates, an 
engineering, consulting, and software solutions provider to the 
telecommunications industry. He helped grow Martin & Associates 
for nearly 30 years until its sale in the late 1990’s, at which point he 
leveraged his telecommunications experience to found Innovative 
Systems. Innovative Systems designs hardware and software for 
independent communications providers across the United States 
and has grown from fewer than 10 employees to nearly 200 
employees. Roger devotes his time to numerous boards and 
advisory councils across the state where he strives to make South 
Dakota a better place to live and work. A generous benefactor, local 
leader, and industry pioneer. 
 
 
Rod Parry (Sioux Falls) – Medical Education Trailblazer.  Rod 
Parry, MD has dedicated his life to improving health and medical 
education in South Dakota and beyond. For 36 years, culminating in 
his role as that University of South Dakota (USD) Medical School 
Dean, he taught and influenced generations of physicians and 
medical professionals. As one of the first pulmonologists in the state, 
Dr. Parry’s insistence on innovation, along with his legendary 
bedside manner, helped to bring new treatment options to South 
Dakota, and improve the quality of healthcare throughout the region. 
A modest man, he would not be the one to mention his significant 
research work in respiratory disease and the genetics of asthma, 
although he co-authored articles in highly distinguished journals. 
During his career, Dr. Parry remained active in a variety of 
professional organizations and served as president of the South 
Dakota State Medical Association and rose to become a Master of 
the American College of Physicians. Dr. Parry also served as the 
director of the South Dakota Cystic Fibrosis Center. His many 
national roles, including as chair of the USD Medical School Section 
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for the AMA, allowed South Dakota to have a significant influence 
upon the standards of medical education for the physicians of 
America. 
 

 
Ray Peterson (Brookings) Mr. South Dakota Performing and 
Visual Arts. An invitation to serve as a vocalist for the 1966 Miss 
South Dakota Pageant led to a 50-year commitment to the Miss 
South Dakota and Miss America Organizations as a scriptwriter, 
designer, producer, director, and nationally renowned pageant 
judge. Ray Peterson displayed his talents in music and art early in 
life singing for church, school and community events, designing 
prize-winning parade floats, decorating store-front display windows 
and producing plays in the basement of his parents' general store. 
Thus began a lifetime dedication to both the Performing and the 
Visual Arts. 
 
In January, 1971, while serving as a U.S. Army Transportation 
Specialist in Vietnam, Ray was awarded The Bronze Star Medal for 
Meritorious Achievement. He began his 40-year tenure at South 
Dakota State University in the fall of 1971 garnering both state and 
national recognition while guiding and changing young people's lives 
for the better as a teacher in speech communication and theatre; as 
a scenic artist and technical director for over 200 stage productions; 
as an advisor to the Alpha Psi Omega Dramatics Fraternity; as the 
producer of South Dakota Proud; as a director of musical theatre; as 
Administrator of the State University Theatre program; and as a 
highly respected judicator in both Oral Interpretation and One-Act 
Plays for the South Dakota High School Activities Association. 
 
 
John Porter (Sioux Falls) – Leading Integrated Health Care 
Systems.  John Porter has brought the health system from its 
traditional hospital/nursing home-centered context to a fully 
integrated continuum of care that includes hospitals, clinics, 
long-term care centers, retirement communities, home care, 
hospice, sports and fitness centers, home medical equipment 
outlets, health insurance, telemedicine and more. A life-long South 
Dakotan, He places a priority upon ensuring that rural residents 
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have access to the same high quality health care as urban 
residents, and the development of youth and current and future 
leaders. He has overseen development of innovative programs such 
as Avera eCARE, Accountable Care Organizations, two health 
insurance companies, and the formation of 16 Clinical Service Lines. 
Avera eCARE is now the world’s most robust telemedicine program 
serving rural health care, and is looked to as a model nationally and 
internationally. John has shared his experience and expertise with 
his state and community by serving on state health care advisory 
councils, and on South Dakota Community Foundation, South 
Dakota Chamber of Commerce and Junior Achievement boards. 
John was named President and CEO of the newly formed Avera 
Health in 2000. 

 
 

The South Dakota Hall of Fame is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that yearly honors 
people for their exceptional achievements and contributions to the state. Our mission of 
the South Dakota Hall of Fame is championing a culture of excellence in South Dakota, 

One Act at a Time.  
### 
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